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that will truly save taxpayer dollars and ef-
fectively meet wartime surge requirements
and readiness needs can be properly devel-
oped and implemented.

Mr. BENNETT. Mr. President, I sug-
gest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mrs. BOXER. I thank the Chair. I
wonder if the Presiding Officer could
tell me what the order of business is
before the Senate?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. We are in
morning business. The order was to
close morning business and go to H.R.
1122, but that has not been laid down
yet so we are still in morning business.

Mrs. BOXER. I suggest the absence of
a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. SANTORUM. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
f

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.
f

PARTIAL-BIRTH ABORTION BAN
ACT of 1997

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report H.R. 1122.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows.

A bill (H.R. 1122) to amend title 18, United
States Code, to ban partial-birth abortions.

The Senate proceeded to consider the
bill.

Mr. SANTORUM. Mr. President, as I
spoke last night, we are now moving to
consideration of the partial-birth abor-
tion ban that has passed the House of
Representatives with a constitutional
majority, more than two-thirds I
should say, more than two-thirds ma-
jority in the House, which means, if
there is a Presidential veto, we would
be able to override it in the House. It
now comes to the Senate where we
have an assured majority of the votes
to be able to pass this legislation. The
question really is whether we are going
to have 67 votes necessary to do it. So
we commence the debate today. I am
hopeful, now that this bill has 42 co-
sponsors, we will have a spirited debate
with many people participating, adding
their thoughts on this subject.

I have a unanimous-consent request
first. I ask unanimous consent that
Donna Joy Watts be allowed access to
the Senate gallery. This is an excep-
tion to the Senate regulations govern-

ing access to the gallery because Ms.
Watts is not yet 6 years of age.

Mrs. BOXER. Reserving the right to
object, I would like to ask my col-
league for what purpose does he wish—
how old is the child?

Mr. SANTORUM. Five and a half.
Mrs. BOXER. A 51⁄2-year-old child to

be in the gallery during this debate?
Mr. SANTORUM. She is very inter-

ested in this subject. I will discuss her
case, and she would like to hear the de-
bate.

Mrs. BOXER. I am going to object on
the basis of my being a grandmother,
and I think that it is rather exploitive
to have a child present in the gallery
at this time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

Mr. SANTORUM. Mr. President, I do
not think we are off to a very good
start on this debate. I was hopeful that
the Senator from California would con-
tinue to try to assure the comity that
is usually accorded Members when it
comes to these kinds of situations. I
know that that unfortunate incident
occurred a few weeks ago with a unani-
mous-consent request. I would hate to
see that this kind of occurrence be-
comes a normal course.

Mrs. BOXER. Will the Senator yield?
Mr. SANTORUM. We have coarsened

the comity of this place to the point
where someone sitting in the gallery,
who is literally months away from the
age that has been set by the Senate
rules, who has a particular interest in
this piece of legislation would not be
accorded the decency of being able to
at least observe. But I respect the Sen-
ator’s right to do what she wants to do,
and she certainly is within her rights
to do it. I think it is unfortunate that
a young girl who has had as close to a
personal encounter with this issue as
possible and still be here to talk about
it is not able to listen to a procedure to
protect others from what she was
threatened with. And that is certainly
within the discretion of the Senator
from California.

I will proceed with my opening state-
ment.

Mrs. BOXER. Will the Senator yield?
Mr. SANTORUM. I will yield for a

question.
Mrs. BOXER. Thank you so much. I

just want the Senator to understand
that this is nothing to do with a lack of
comity. It is my deep belief, in my
heart, that this is a very emotional de-
bate. People can watch it here. They
can watch it on television. I just, real-
ly, in my heart believe this—and I
would not do it otherwise. It has noth-
ing to do with comity—that given the
fact that you have expressed here, I
think I am acting in the best interests
of that child.

That is my opinion. You have a dif-
ferent one. It is just some colleagues,
some moms and dads, and in my case a
grandmother, who has a different view
of it. I ask the Senator to respect that,
just as I respect his view.

Mr. SANTORUM. If I can, I find my-
self almost incredulous, to believe that

you are—in arguing, as I know you
have in the past, and other Members
have, that we have no right here in the
U.S. Senate to dictate what other par-
ents should be able to do with their
children with respect to whether they
should be able to abort them or not.
But when a mother seeks to share with
her daughter, mother and father, share
with her daughter some information
that is important to her in a very pro-
found way and that you are going to
stand up, as a Member of the U.S. Sen-
ate, and suggest that you know what is
better for her daughter than she does, I
think is rather troubling. But again, it
is your right as a Senator to object to
these things. I respect that right. I just
don’t happen to agree with the charac-
terization that allowing their daughter
the opportunity to witness something
that is very important to all of their
lives is in any way exploiting her. But
that is—your objection is so noted.

Mr. President, I think it is important
as we start this debate that we under-
stand what we are debating, that is
partial-birth abortion. So I am going to
explain what a partial-birth abortion
is, when it is used, who it is used on,
and why it is used.

There has been a lot of talk about
this procedure and the facts around the
procedure. We have seen in recent
months how some of the facts in fact
did not turn out to be facts, particu-
larly things that were used and said by
Members here on this Senate floor as
to what partial-birth abortion was all
about, when it was used, who it was
used on, why it was used. So this de-
bate unfortunately a year ago was
shrouded in a cloak of inaccuracies. In
this debate, as much as many of us
tried to articulate what we knew to be
the facts, we were countered with argu-
ments that in fact have turned out not
to be true. So I am hopeful that with
this new information having been
brought to light, that the facts as we
now know them—and I cannot attest,
because some of the facts have been
provided by the abortion industry
themselves, who are opposed to this
bill, so I cannot verify the information
we have been given is in fact accurate.
All I can verify is that they have ad-
mitted to at least this. But what we do
know is that those set of facts that
they now admit to are different than
what they were saying before, and dif-
ferent in a material enough way that
Members who relied on that informa-
tion last time, if they rely on the dif-
ferent set of facts this time, can come
to a different conclusion.

That happened in the House of Rep-
resentatives. Several Members who
voted against the partial-birth abor-
tion ban based on a set of facts as they
knew them provided by the abortion
industry, when those facts were shown
to be inaccurate, changed their posi-
tion in light of those, that new infor-
mation, and supported the legislation
and supported it to such a degree that
it passed with over 290 votes, which is
the necessary vote to override the
Presidential veto.
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